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Roswell Park Cancer Institute plans new ways of integrating urgent laboratory research with clinical 
practice in order to benefit patients as soon as possible. Unwavering philanthropy supports this 
collaborative spirit that synergizes research and leads to lifesaving treatment.

Our extraordinary supporters – individuals, foundations, corporations, volunteer groups and auxiliaries 
– devote themselves to ensuring that our scientists have the freedom to advance ideas in state-of-the-art 
facilities and our clinicians the ability to turn innovations into cancer cures.

The cause and the ultimate effect of your support is one and the same – a cure for cancer.

“  Cause and effect… 
cannot be severed; 
for the effect already  
blooms in the cause… 
the fruit in the seed.”

                 ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

A Cure For Cancer
One Cause, 
One Singular Effect – 

On the Cover:
Your support of Roswell Park 
gives our patients hope and the 
opportunity to live cancer-free lives.

Pictured left to right are: Mike Ameroso, prostate  
cancer survivor; Kathy Curatolo, Hodgkin  
lymphoma survivor; Carmen Alvelo, breast cancer 
survivor; Greg Cavanaugh, prostate cancer survivor; 
Averl Anderson, breast cancer survivor.

“  Cause and effect… 
cannot be severed; 
for the effect already  
blooms in the cause… 
the fruit in the seed.”

                 ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

Cameryn Geising,  
acute lymphoblastic leukemia survivor.



Our Mission
The Roswell Park Alliance Foundation is a  
not-for-profit organization that supports scientific and clinical research,  
state-of-the-art medical care and activities that address the psychosocial needs of patients and families  
touched by cancer at Roswell Park Cancer Institute (RPCI).  Located in Buffalo, New York, RPCI is one of the 
nation’s leading research and clinical institutions specializing in cancer care. 

At this time of year I make a point of examining the effect the Alliance Foundation is having on our cause –  
the fight against cancer at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. Indeed these are exciting and promising times.

While my main purpose here is to convey the sincere gratitude of so many patients and families who are 
measurably better off because of your support, I’d also like to reinforce two facts:

First, you personally are needed. Because we share your conviction that cancer must be stopped, we carry on 
the fight on your behalf.

Secondly, we need you in particular because there is a direct connection between your donation and our 
ability to cope with the demand for treatment and to maintain our exceptional standards of care. 

As the only designated Comprehensive Cancer Center in upstate New York, we are steadfast in fulfilling our 
mission – to understand, prevent and cure cancer – so over the last five years the Foundation has awarded 
more than $28 million for world-renowned research and enabled the Institute to attract and retain the best  
and brightest scientists and clinicians. And the Alliance Foundation has pledged the majority of its donor  
dollars to strategic research areas knowing that the battle against cancer will be won in the laboratory. 

Always a careful steward, the Alliance Foundation has also made great strides in reducing the burden of cancer 
by using your donations to fund innovative quality-of-life programs for all patients and their caregivers and to 
provide educational programs for healthcare professionals and the public. 

So – please – know that your support is having a tremendous impact on the cancer cause. In the name of 
every patient and family who has ever been served by Roswell Park, I thank you. Your gifts of time, talent and 
financial investment in the last year have had a dual effect – supporting the cure for cancer with breakthroughs 
that start here and reach far into the lives of people everywhere while also providing much needed hope.

Sincerely,

Lee Wortham 
Chair, Roswell Park Alliance Foundation

A Message From Our Chair
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The need for dedicated research funding in the quest for a cure for cancer has 

never been greater. Having research dollars is crucial at a time when scientific 

breakthroughs happen quickly and resources are limited. Roswell Park Cancer 

Institute donors play a leadership role in this process. They provide seed funding 

to Roswell Park scientists for research programs that start here and may ultimately 

lead to the development of new ways of understanding, diagnosing, preventing or 

treating cancer that will positively affect lives the world over.

The Scientific Advisory Committee – comprised of clinicians, scientists and 

administrative managers – meets twice annually and awards grants through a 

competitive review process to Roswell Park scientists. These competitive grants, 

financed by donor money, initiate pilot studies that help get the first stage of 

research off the ground. The early results from these studies are used to apply 

for larger grants from the National Institutes of Health and other funding sources 

and help move research closer to the point where it can directly benefit patients 

through clinical trials.

In the 2011-2012 fiscal year, $1.2 million in seed funding was granted to support 

25 research projects that have the greatest potential to turn into breakthroughs 

like two we announced this year.

Ripple Effect 
Breakthroughs that start here and are far-reaching

The need for 
dedicated research 
funding in the 
quest for a cure 
for cancer has 
never been greater. 
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Roswell Park’s continued efforts to find new 

ways of fighting cancer reached a major 

breakthrough in 2012 when the Center for 

Immunotherapy (CFI) launched a Phase I 

clinical research study of a dendritic cell  

vaccine designed to both eradicate cancer 

cells and prevent disease relapse. Developed 

at Roswell Park, the NY-ESO-1 dendritic cell 

vaccine is manufactured in the Institute’s new 

Therapeutic Cell Production Facility using 

a unique FDA-approved process — making 

Roswell Park the first research facility in the 

United States to use a custom-made barrier 

isolator for vaccine cell production, and the first 

in the world to use this system in an approved, 

government-regulated study.

The study gained national and international 

attention for its potential to be a game  

changer in cancer treatment. The vaccine is 

expected to show great promise in patients 

with bladder, brain, breast, esophageal, 

gastrointestinal, hepatocellular, kidney, lung, 

melanoma, ovarian, prostate, sarcoma and 

uterine tumors.

Dendritic cells are the gatekeepers of the 

human immune system, defending against 

bacteria, viruses and cancer. In the study, cells 

are drawn from patients and treated with a 

particular form of NY-ESO-1. Armed with this 

specialized protein, the treated cells are then 

given back to the patient as a vaccine designed 

to recruit an army of killer immune cells that 

seek out and destroy cancer. 

This study is also unique in that it is the first to 

test a dendritic vaccine given in combination 

with rapamycin. Rapamycin confers a 

previously unknown benefit — it prevents the 

immune system from using up its cancer-killing 

T-cells in one quick burst, a recent scientific 

discovery by Protul Shrikant, PhD of the 

Department of Immunology. Shrikant’s study 

showed for the first time that rapamycin has 

the capacity to produce immune cells that have 

memory attributes. These “trained” immune 

cells have a long-term ability to attack cancer 

cells, suggesting that the vaccine may be 

effective in preventing disease recurrence.

A Landmark Research Study for 
Personalized Cancer Vaccines
Kunle Odunsi, MD, PhD, Principal Investigator

“This trial will be only the 
beginning of a very robust 
program of activity in the area of 
using the human immune system 
to fight cancer. Our production 
process holds tremendous potential 
for applications related to stem-cell 
therapy and regenerative medicine, 
and I believe we’re uniquely 
positioned at Roswell Park to 
have the tools, infrastructure and 
multidisciplinary collaboration 
to capitalize on these ideas and 
opportunities both effectively  
and efficiently.”
 ~ Kunle Odunsi, MD, PhD, CFI Co-Director



This past summer, the Center for Immunotherapy at 

Roswell Park launched a Phase I clinical study of a  

vaccine therapy designed to help the body’s immune 

system attack brain cancer cells. The trial is testing the 

vaccine in patients with either anaplastic gliomas or 

glioblastoma multiforme (GBM). Nine patients are 

enrolled to test the safety of the drug and its effects  

on the immune system.

Combined, an average of 15,000 malignant gliomas  

and glioblastomas are diagnosed each year in the  

United States. 

“Survival has improved for brain tumor patients in the 

last decade, principally because of improved surgical 

techniques, radiation therapy advances and a drug called 

temozolomide. Nevertheless, the improvement is not 

nearly as great as we have all wanted to see,” said  

Roswell Park’s Chairman of the Department of 

Neurosurgery Robert Fenstermaker, MD, the study’s 

principal investigator. “Surgery, radiation therapy and 

temozolomide are the mainstays of therapy, but even with 

this aggressive treatment, tumor recurrence is the rule, 

rather than the exception.”

Dr. Fenstermaker, who pioneered the vaccine with Michael 

Ciesielski, PhD, Assistant Professor of Neurosurgery, 

said the vaccine stimulates the immune system to target 

survivin, a protein that allows tumor cells to continually 

grow and divide. Survivin is not produced in healthy cells; 

it is produced only in diseased cells, and many different 

cancers express the protein. This vaccine stimulates white 

blood cells to kill tumor cells that have it.

“When a person has cancer, their body fails to recognize 

a tumor cell as a foreign invader,” said Dr. Ciesielski. “The 

survivin vaccine tricks the immune system into recognizing 

a tumor cell as not being part of the body and attacks it.”

Preclinical studies have shown the survivin vaccine to 

be effective against a variety of tumors, including brain, 

prostate, ovarian, breast and renal cancers, with some 

long-term responses. The researchers also say that cancer 

vaccines can produce an immune response that can 

carry on well after the vaccine has been given, providing 

continued protection. The Phase I study is to determine 

safety and obtain preliminary information about the 

vaccine’s effectiveness in stimulating the immune system 

of humans.  

“This is a true bench-to-bedside discovery, made at 

Roswell Park,” said Dr. Ciesielski, who is also co-leader  

of the Neuro-Oncology Research Group. “We are very 

hopeful about its potential based on preclinical studies  

to date.”

Nine years in preclinical development, Drs. Ciesielski and 

Fenstermaker credit early seed funding from donations 

for helping to move the research forward and generate 

additional dollars in new grant funding from organizations 

such as the National Institutes of Health/National Cancer 

Institute and the American Cancer Society. Additional 

support from The Jayne and Phil Hubbell Family was 

instrumental in advancing the team’s research.

Testing Underway for Investigational Brain Cancer Vaccine 
Robert Fenstermaker, MD, Principal Investigator
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Matthew Barth, MD 
Investigating the potential 
mechanisms of pediatric lymphoma 

William Burhans, PhD 
Exploring the link between glucose, 
aging and cancer 

Moray Campbell, PhD 
Dissecting repressor genes across the 
genome with the goal of determining  
cancer risk factors 

Xuefang Cao, PhD 
Understanding the mechanisms that 
influence outcomes in allogeneic 
bone marrow transplants 

George Chen, MD 
Evaluating dendritic cell depletion as 
a strategy for treating acute graft-vs.-
host disease 

Samjot Dhillon,  MD 
Understanding the impact of  
vitamin D on lung cancer 

Grace Dy, MD 
Determining the impact of FAK 
protein inhibitors in lung cancer 

Carmelo Gaudioso,  
MD, PhD 
Design and development of web-
based portal to promote partnership 
between RPCI and community 

David Goodrich, PhD 
Exploring the impact of the genetic 
mutation of the RB1 protein 

Elizabeth Griffiths, MD 
Identifying the critical mechanisms 
behind a leukemia subtype 

Eugene Kandel, PhD 
Understanding the impact of the Akt 
oncogene on cellular stress 

Kelvin Lee, MD 
Using the power of the immune 
system to fight breast cancer 

Asoke Mal, PhD 
Identifying the inhibitors that 
can be used to develop novel 
therapeutic agents for alveolar 
rhabdomyosarcoma 

Carl Morrison, MD 
Defining the gene mutations that are 
linked to lung cancer 

Ravindra Pandey, MD 
Enhancing the effectiveness of photo-
dynamic therapy 

Mary Reid, PhD 
Assessing  the link between the 
genomic damage of oral lesions and 
lung cancer risk

Thomas  Schwaab,  
MD, PhD 
Exploring the use of a common 
radiation therapy to improve kidney 
cancer outcomes 

Ben Seon, PhD 
Developing a more effective lab 
model for testing new therapies

Mukund Seshadri,  
DDS, PhD 
Exploring the potential of targeting 
blood vessels in hormone refractory 
prostate cancer 

Neelesh Sharma, MD, PhD 
A multi-targeted approach to 
targeting the tumor micro-
environment in head and  
neck cancer 

Dominic Smiraglia, PhD 
Exploring the impact of androgen 
stimulation on DNA processes in 
prostate cancer 

Ashwani Sood, PhD 
Immunotherapy of treatment-
resistant breast cancer 

Yasmin Thanavala, PhD 
Examining how an inflammatory 
environment in the lungs  
influences the development of  
tumor metastases 

Xinjiang Wang, PhD 
Analysis of cooperative effects of 
two critical inhibitors on tumor 
suppressor p53 protein 

Graham Warren, MD, PhD 
Investigating the impact of tobacco 
usage on the effectiveness of  
cancer therapies

Research launched in 

2011-2012
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This year, more than 13,000 Americans will die of renal cell 

carcinoma (RCC), the most common kidney cancer. Effective 

treatment options for metastatic RCC are limited, and the 

prognosis for patients is poor. Thanks to a $120,000 grant 

from the Louis Sklarow Memorial Foundation, new research 

led by Thomas Schwaab, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor in 

the Departments of Immunology and Urology, is exploring 

whether using existing treatment methods in new ways will 

give patients a better shot at survival. 

Stereotactic body radiation therapy (SBRT) is a procedure 

that allows doctors to deliver high doses of radiation to 

precise, well-defined areas of the body in an effort to reduce 

side effects and make radiation treatments more effective. 

SBRT has been used mostly to treat other forms of cancer, 

but Dr. Schwaab’s team is exploring the impact that SBRT 

has on kidney cancer cells. They theorize that SBRT will 

help change the structure of kidney cancer cells so that 

the immune system will be able to identify these radiated 

cells as targets to be destroyed, similar to the concept of 

a flu vaccine. Compared to traditional methods of fighting 

RCC, a vaccine would be more easily delivered and lead to 

improved outcomes for RCC patients. 

“By using SBRT to deliver high doses of radiation to kidney 

tumors, we’ll learn more about the best way to defeat these 

cancer cells,” said Dr. Schwaab. “Our ultimate goal is to 

translate these findings into a vaccine that offers kidney 

cancer patients a better chance at survival. An added benefit 

is that SBRT will reduce the size of kidney tumors and make 

it possible for us to resect only the tumor and preserve the 

remainder of the kidney.”

Exploring new directions for 
targeting specific cancers 
The groundbreaking research of Roswell Park scientists has attracted funding from a variety of private  

foundations including those with a particular focus on specific types of cancer. In the 2011-2012 fiscal year,  
the Alliance Foundation received 12 grants of this nature totaling $1.7 million. Among them are two that have 
funded work at RPCI with potential outcomes that may give hope and help to kidney and lung cancer patients.

Highlights 2011-2012
Using Targeted Radiation to Discover New Ways of Fighting Kidney Cancer



Lung cancer takes a heavy toll, contributing to more cancer deaths in the United 

States each year than breast, prostate and colon cancers combined. Contributing 

to this poor prognosis is the fact that lung cancer often goes undetected until 

the disease has reached an advanced, more difficult-to-treat stage.

Currently, biopsies are the only sure way to detect lung cancer, and they are 

highly involved and invasive for patients. That’s why Roswell Park researcher  

Sai Yendamuri, MD, hopes to develop a blood test to help diagnose the cancer 

in patients before they undergo a biopsy. A $100,000 OneBreath Clinical 

Research Award in Lung Cancer from The CHEST Foundation supports Dr. 

Yendamuri’s work.

He says that like mammography for breast cancer and colonoscopy for colon 

cancer — which can spot very early cancers and even pre-cancerous conditions 

— CT scans can be used to identify lung nodules, some of which prove to be 

lung cancer. “However, only one of 10 nodules identified on CT scans eventually 

prove to be lung cancer,” explains Dr. Yendamuri. “And while biopsies are the 

sure way to detect a cancer, procedures are much more involved when it comes 

to lung masses than they are for breast and colon masses.”

Dr. Yendamuri, Attending Surgeon in the Department of Thoracic Surgery, says 

that his team will first find blood-based biomarkers for the disease. “Specifically, 

we will look at microRNAs, small molecules which regulate other molecules, 

thereby influencing normal physiology as well pathology.”

MicroRNAs are emerging as promising biomarkers for human health 

as well as disease states. Preliminary work by Dr. Yendamuri yielded 

data that suggest microRNA profiling of whole blood can distinguish 

— with high accuracy — people with lung cancer from people without 

lung cancer. This current project aims to expand that preliminary 

work to determine which microRNAs or signatures of microRNAs are 

the best predictors of disease state.

 “At that point we will create a whole blood microRNA assay for lung 

cancer,” he says. “We will then validate our findings by checking 

for these biomarkers in blood samples of lung cancer patients both 

before and after resection surgery, to understand whether these 

signatures represent cancer presence versus cancer susceptibility.”

If successful, such a test will potentially help with early diagnosis of 

lung cancer, and improve cure rates for the disease.

The CHEST Foundation is the philanthropic arm of the American College of 

Chest Physicians (ACCP), an 18,300-member international medical specialty 

society. The CHEST Foundation’s mission is to provide resources to advance the 

prevention and treatment of diseases of the chest. Since its inception in 1996, 

the CHEST Foundation has awarded more than $6 million to ACCP members  

to foster cutting-edge clinical research that can provide new treatment  

options for patients around the world.

Developing a Screening Test for Lung Cancer

Bethesda Foundation
Breast Cancer Research Foundation
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo
Flight Attendant Medical Research Institute

Charlotte Geyer Foundation
Richard W. and Mae Stone Goode Trust
Susan G. Komen for the Cure®
Susan G. Komen for the Cure® of WNY

OneBreath/The CHEST Foundation 
Elsa U. Pardee Foundation
Louis Sklarow Memorial Foundation 
Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Research 
and Education

Private foundations that supported RPCI in 2011-2012
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In early 2011, Roswell Park created an Adolescents and Young Adults 
(AYA) with Cancer program to expand and enhance its treatment 
and services addressing the medical, social, psychological, cultural 
and educational needs of young adults facing cancer. The program is 
supported by donations to Roswell Park and through the generosity 
of The Steadfast Foundation.

Nearly 70,000 American young adults and adolescents are diagnosed 
with cancer each year. While dramatic progress has been made in the 
treatment of children with cancer, survival rates for adolescents and 
young adults have not improved significantly since 1975.

“This trend is likely to continue because this age group is poorly 
represented in clinical trials, and a number of the tumors that 
affect this population are particularly aggressive (i.e., sarcomas, 
leukemias, brain tumors and germ cell tumors),” explained Lynda 
Kwon Beaupin, MD, coordinator of the AYA program. “Unfortunately, 
for many AYA patients, a diagnosis may be delayed due to a lack of 
awareness on the part of the patient, the parents or the healthcare 

provider that cancer could be the cause of the symptoms.   
In addition, cultural and economic factors play a role.” 

Patients in the program—which focuses on individuals ages 15 to 29— 
receive a minimum of three consultations in addition to their regular 
visits with the disease site (e.g. breast; lymphoma, etc.)specialists 
managing their care. All patients in this group are offered additional 
consultations if desired at any point in their cancer journey. 

One of the primary goals of the AYA program is to ensure that both 
pediatric and adult clinical trials have been considered as part of the 
patient’s treatment plan. The AYA program works with other cancer 
centers and clinical research organizations to make available an 
expanded portfolio of clinical trials targeted to the AYA age group.

The AYA program brings together the top experts in both adult and 
pediatric oncology to develop the very best treatment plans for 
patients. The program also provides a unique opportunity to build a 
database specific to teenagers and young adults with cancer.

Patient-centered care for the body, mind and spirit 
At Roswell Park, maintaining the best possible quality of life for cancer patients is an integral part of treatment. Staff and 
faculty develop quality-of-life programs to make life easier for patients and their families. These include a wide variety of 
outreach activities, events and opportunities that provide a respite from medical routines and address the needs of the 
patient as a whole person. In the 2011-2012 fiscal year, 20 quality of life programs were funded through grants from the 
Roswell Park Alliance Foundation using donor contributions. Roswell Park’s consistently high patient satisfaction ratings 
among top hospitals and comprehensive cancer centers throughout the country are evidence of our success in serving as 
true partners in care for cancer patients and their families. 

Adolescents and Young Adults with Cancer Program:   
Assisting with the Unique Challenges of Young Cancer Patients

Quality of Life
Program Highlights

2 011 - 2 012

Cory Schumacher, brain cancer survivor.
Photography courtesy of Roswellness digital magazine.  

Visit http://www.roswellpark.org/roswellness
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Being a cancer patient is an experience that is 
difficult to understand if you’ve never been through 
it.  Patients must deal with stress and challenges 
they could never have anticipated—physically, 
emotionally, financially and more. Family members 
and friends are an important source of support, 
but still, patients often feel alone or isolated in their 
experiences. 

A unique new video project is giving patients, 
their supporters and the community at large the 
opportunity to hear raw, honest and firsthand 
accounts of cancer experiences from patients and 
survivors. In planning the “Me, Too” video series, 
Roswell Park’s Department of Marketing researched 
what other cancer centers across the nation were 
doing to help give a voice to cancer patients and 
found that few, if any, had a program like this. The 
generosity of our community donors enabled the 
“Me, Too” video series to be produced and shared. 

The “Me, Too” series is a pioneering use of media 
and technology that helps patients cope with their 
diagnosis by hearing from others who are facing 
the same challenges. It also serves as an emotional 

outlet for the patient featured in the video. 
Additionally, those who have never had a personal 
experience with cancer gain a greater understanding 
of what patients, survivors and their families go 
through after a diagnosis.  

The series, which is shared with patients and the 
community on RoswellPark.org, through social 
media, and on local television, reveals the reality of 
being a cancer patient—from the devastating day of 
diagnosis to the moments of hope and good humor 
in the face of adversity. 

Multiple myeloma patient Brenda shared the story of 
her diagnosis, treatment and recovery. 

“I kept saying, why me?” said Brenda in her video 
testimonial, explaining her thoughts on the day she 
was diagnosed. “Fear gripped my heart. I never 
thought I would come to this day where I would be 
well again.” 

The first videos debuted in June 2012 and have 
already garnered positive feedback from the 
community. Fellow patients and survivors shared 
their feedback online via comments on Brenda’s 
video.

“Thanks for sharing, Brenda. I found myself 
answering in my head the questions you posed 
and it brought me right back to when I also heard 
those words, ‘you have multiple myeloma’,” shared 
a survivor named Dan. “Your message is spot on.  
Keep positive, knowing we will make it to that day 
when the cure is found.”

Stories from the Frontlines:  
Donations Give Patients a New Way to Share

A group of volunteers at Roswell Park is making a difference 
in the lives of patients and families without saying a word—
except for the occasional bark. The Therapy Dog Program, 
part of the community-supported Volunteer Services 
department, includes 14 dogs representing many sizes, 
shapes and breeds, from a St. Bernard to a tiny Papillon. 
Dogs and their owners visit Roswell Park every weekday 
to interact with patients and their families, providing a 
comforting presence and a welcome distraction from the 
stress of cancer. 

The beagle, Sierra, paid a visit to the Pediatric Center at 
Roswell Park.  Cloey, an 11-year-old who is facing her 
second battle with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, brightened 
when she saw Sierra and her owner walk into the clinic.  

“The pet visits give patients something to look forward to,” 
said Cloey’s mother, Julia. “It excites them and shapes their 
attitude for the day. It helps. It really, really helps.”

In June 2012, community donors helped bring a new statue 
to Roswell Park’s Kaminski Park and Gardens that honors 
the late Monty, the program’s first dog, who died in 2011, 
and the work of all therapy dogs that provide comfort and 
support to cancer patients and families.

Four Legs, Fur and a Big Heart: 
Therapy Dogs



Self-expression helps us feel more alive, 
spontaneous and in control, and creative outlets 
can be therapeutic for people battling cancer. 
Studies have shown that patients who engage in 
artistic activities in a hospital environment tend 
to feel less bored, sad and anxious. The Artist-in-
Residence Program, part of the Arts in Healthcare 
Initiative of the University at Buffalo’s Center for 
the Arts, has been playing a strong supporting 
role in patient care at Roswell Park. Begun in 
September 2008, it is funded entirely by everyday 
donations made to Roswell Park.

The program has brought musicians, storytellers, 
sculptors, painters and other artists to work with 
children and adults as they undergo medical 
treatment. In 2011, the artists took on a new 
aspect to their role when they began supporting 
pediatric patients and survivors through The Paint 
Box Project. The artists host several art parties 
throughout the year to give young patients and 
their families the opportunity to gather, have fun 
and create new art to be used in The Paint Box 
Project’s yearly collection of cards and gifts. 

Artist-in-Residence Program 
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Brooke Harris,  
acute lymphoblastic leukemia survivor. 

Nancy Colon, acute myeloid leukemia survivor,  
with Molly Mullett Gold, artist-in-residence.

Pediatric cancer survivor, Olivia Gonyea, with her 
mother, Mary, at a Paint Box Project art party.



Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $17,193,306
Investments, at market value 45,144,789
Pledges and bequests receivable, net 16,958,318
Split interest agreements 1,438,357
Other assets 138,854
Due from affiliates 1,480,392
TOTAL ASSETS $82,354,016

LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS
Liabilities
 Accrued liabilities $947,555
 Grants payable to affiliates 8,983,368
 Annuities payable 1,395,989
 Total liabilities $11,326,912

Net assets
Unrestricted $6,844,524
Temporarily restricted 33,591,524
Permanently restricted (Endowment) 30,591,056
 Total net assets $71,027,104
TOTAL LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS $82,354,016

Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

REVENUE and SUPPORT
Contributions $22,583,877*
 Special Events 6,071,239
 Annual Fund/Direct Mail 2,126,268
 Individual Major Gifts/Planned Gifts 2,410,741
 Foundations 1,644,325
  Corporate Partnerships 724,908
 Clinical Sciences Center Campaign 9,606,396

Gift shop receipts 515,568
Interest and dividends 1,172,062
TOTAL REVENUE and SUPPORT $24,271,507

DISTRIBUTIONS and EXPENSES
Grants to benefit Roswell Park Cancer Institute 11,967,978
Management and general expenses 1,340,490
Fundraising expenses 3,402,113
TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS and EXPENSES $16,710,581

Excess of revenue and support 7,560,926
over distributions and expenses

Net realized and unrealized investment losses (306,955)

Actuarial loss on annuity obligations (127,315)
and split interest agreements

Change in net assets 7,126,656

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING of YEAR $63,900,448

NET ASSETS, END of YEAR $71,027,104

 * Includes $700,055 raised for restricted endowments

Financial Summary
Year Ended March 31, 2012
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Arthur Daniels, prostate cancer survivor.



Side effect
Finding cures for cancer and caring for cancer patients 
require facilities that are centers of excellence. Planning for 
expansion at Roswell Park is driven by the ever-growing 
needs of the community for comprehensive cancer care, 
as well as by the rapid advances being made in cancer 
research and technology. State-of-the-art facilities to meet 
the current and future needs of patients in Western New 
York and the surrounding regions of upstate New York are 
among our most critical funding needs and among the 
most visible and powerful incentives for giving.

The number of cancer patients in Western New York and across  
the country continues to rise. This increase in patient numbers 
can be attributed to a number of factors, including an aging baby 
boomer population and greater awareness of the importance of 
cancer screening. 

To meet the needs of greater numbers of patients, Roswell Park 
embarked on the Making Room to Save Lives campaign to raise 
funds to build a new Clinical Sciences Center. The 11-story Center 
will offer a number of state-of-the-art facilities within its planned 
142,000 square feet of space, including an expanded Chemotherapy 
Clinic to enhance services for more patients, and a new Breast 
Center that will give Western New Yorkers the opportunity for 
mammography screening with the experts at Roswell Park.

Current clinical programs planned for the building also include a 
Chemotherapy Pharmacy, space for survivorship and personalized 
patient education services, a resource center, and state-of-the-art 
facilities for clinician-scientists. 

Since the campaign was launched with the support of a group of 
generous donors known as the “Circle of Ten,” major progress has 
been made in both planning and fundraising. Hundreds of donors 
have stepped forward to help raise the $40 million necessary to 
make the Clinical Sciences Center a reality. 

“The generous individuals who have supported the campaign are 
playing a critical role in Roswell Park’s ability to continue serving 
cancer patients and families in our community,” said Donald L. 
Trump, MD, FACP, President and CEO of Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute. “A project of this magnitude is moving forward, thanks to 
generous donors and also the institute’s multidisciplinary planning 
team. The Clinical Sciences Center will have a tremendous impact 
on cancer care in Western New York, on the growth of the Buffalo 
Niagara Medical Campus and on Roswell Park’s standing as a 
national leader in cancer research and care.” 

Meeting the Needs of Patients and 
Families for Years to Come 
Making Room to Save Lives campaign 
moves forward thanks to donor generosity 
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Side effect
Patients and families who require the services of Roswell Park’s Intensive Care Unit 
are often facing serious physical and emotional challenges. To meet the needs of 
a growing patient base and provide a comforting environment for these patients, 
Roswell Park designed and unveiled a new, expanded Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in 
2012 that unites state-of-the-art technology with patient-centered design. The design 
of the relocated unit was based on industry best practices and extensive input from 
Roswell Park’s clinical operations team. 

Roswell Park staff involved in the project planned the design with the patient and 
family in mind, creating a space that is calming and attractive, but also incorporates 
cutting-edge equipment and strategic design. 

The 8,000-square-foot unit, located on the eighth floor of Roswell Park’s main 
building, is 40 percent larger than the previous ICU space. The unit’s interior 
features natural motifs in warm, soothing earth tones, with circle and arc themes 
repeated throughout the space to convey connectedness and comfort. And, in 

accordance with New York State Department of Health requirements, each patient 
room features natural lighting, from large windows looking out on views of the 
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and downtown Buffalo.

The design also allows improved sight lines for enhanced visual monitoring of 
patients. The new ICU rooms include automated patient lifts and modular boom 
units that allow care staff to easily and efficiently access the patient from any side. 
Both features were included in the plan, thanks to the feedback of the nursing team, 
that noted how this equipment could improve patient care and outcomes. 

“Safety, adaptability and efficiency are the keys to this beautiful unit,” said Maureen 
Kelly, RN, MS, Chief Nursing Officer. “Every element of this ICU allows staff to work 
quickly but also anticipates the need for a high degree of attention and monitoring 
so we can provide the best care for our sickest patients.”

In June 2011, Roswell Park established a comprehensive 
Liver and Pancreas Tumor Center to expand care options 
for patients facing these diseases. According to the Center’s 
director, Boris W. Kuvshinoff, MD, MBA, the Center is 
helping improve the entry process for patients with liver 
or biliary (bile ducts and gallbladder) tract tumors into 
Roswell Park. “It also provides our patients with greater 
access to clinical research studies, expanded treatment 
options and complementary medicine,” he explained.

The Center provides new treatments for patients who are 
not candidates for surgical resection and who have few 
remaining treatment options. Staff will collect data needed 
to analyze clinical outcomes in response to different 
therapies. In addition, the Center will advance Roswell 
Park’s surgical-simulation program to improve the training 

of surgeons, and community outreach programs will be 
created to educate potential patients.

Cancer survivor Anne Virag made a gift of $500,000 in 
June 2011 to help establish the Liver and Pancreas Tumor 
Center. The donation from Ms. Virag and the late Mr. 
Nate Benderson was given in recognition of the care she 
received from Dr. Kuvshinoff and the team at Roswell Park. 

“I am so grateful for the care I received at Roswell Park—I 
know that it saved my life,” said Virag. “Seeing this Center 
is like a dream come true. I wanted to make sure others 
like me could benefit. I am so proud to help bring new 
options to Western New York patients—and pleased that 
everything will be offered under a single roof to make care 
as easy as possible.”

Uniting Patient Experience and Clinical Excellence

Expanding Options and Care for Patients with Liver and Pancreas Tumors
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Special 
effect
Special 
effect

The Ride for Roswell  
$3.3 million  
The Ride for Roswell held in late June brings together 
thousands of supporters, riders, volunteers, cancer 
survivors and patients and gives cancer research 
and patient support programs at Roswell Park a 
major boost. The annual cycling event grows more 
successful every year and brings in a significant 
amount of funding for promising research studies  
and compassionate quality of life programs at  
Roswell Park.

All Star Night  
$384,750 
This annual black-tie gala brings hundreds of Roswell 
Park supporters to the Buffalo Niagara Convention 
Center in November. All Star Night 2011 featured 
the theme “Star Struck” and brought 800 attendees 
together to experience an old Hollywood theme; 
casino games, live music and remarks by actress 
and oral cancer awareness advocate Blythe Danner. 
In addition to Danner, who received the General H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf Action Award, James L. Mohler, 
MD, received the Thomas B. Tomasi MD, PhD, Hope 
Award and the late Katie Johnson-Hoffman was 
awarded The Katherine Anne Gioia Inspiration Award 
for her dedication and contribution to the fight against 
cancer through her volunteer work and committee 
involvement.

Every day, people come together to give 

valuable time, energy and support to Roswell 

Park – support that has a special effect on 

all parts of the community. Their donations 

are not only the gift of money and time, they 

are the gift of new therapies, facilities and 

breakthroughs. The unfailing support of our 

community is paramount in the fight against 

cancer. We gratefully acknowledge the more 

than 12,000 volunteers and event participants 

who helped raise $6.0 million in the 2011-2012 

fiscal year and welcome all who wish to join 

the cause through our special fundraising 

events held throughout the year. 

A community comes  
together for a cause

Photo courtesy of Andy Buscemi 



Carly’s Club 
Carly’s Club for Kids  & Cancer Research in Western 
New York offers support programs to make life more 
manageable for children diagnosed with cancer. Each 
year since its founding in 1999 by eight-year-old cancer 
patient Carly Collard Cottone, funds are raised through 
annual events including:

Carly’s Crossing  
$128,629 
A one-of-a-kind, open-water swim event, Carly’s Crossing 
brings swimmers to the shores of Lake Erie to raise funds 
for kids with cancer. 

Chip In for Carly’s Club  
$80,075 
Held in late August at the Brookfield Country Club 
in Clarence, NY, the Chip In Challenge brings golfers 
together to take on a marathon of 100 holes of golf in 
one day. 

Team Cure Challenge 
$242,048 
Every year, Team Cure Challenge gives runners of all 
ability levels the opportunity to join marathons and other 
athletic events to raise funds for Roswell Park. Thousands 
of participants take part in events throughout the year in 
a number of exciting locations across the United States 
and beyond, including: the Tops 5K/10K in Williamsville, 
the Walt Disney World Marathon, the Las Vegas 
Marathon and the Dublin Marathon. 

Bosom Buddies Walk 
$82,461 
The annual walk held in September raises funds for the 
WNY Breast Resource Center at Roswell Park. The event 
starts at the East Aurora Middle School, features three 
walking courses throughout scenic East Aurora, NY, and 
offers participants the 
opportunity to honor 
all the breast cancer 
patients in their lives. 

Team Cure Community Events 
$1.2 million 
From dress down days to golf tournaments, hundreds 
of supporters across Western New York host fun and 
creative fundraising events on behalf of cancer research 
at Roswell Park throughout the year. The Team Cure 
program offers tools, tips and support for community 
donors who host independent fundraisers. Over 275 
Team Cure events were hosted in the 2011-2012 season. 
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Eight years ago, Ninette Dusenberry, a Snyder, NY, resident, made a promise to her 
son, Nicholas, when he was just 23 years old and facing melanoma.   

“He fought this devastating cancer with all he had, along with the most amazing 
strength, courage and grace,” said Ninette.  “He was determined that he would be the 
survivor to bring awareness to this terrible disease.”

His melanoma diagnosis became terminal in the fall of 2004 and Nicholas died just 
before Christmas at the age of 24.  When he received the prognosis, he asked Ninette 
to promise to make the difference that he would not be able to: help bring awareness 
to his form of cancer. 

“The first year after his death was particularly hard,” she said. “On his birthday, friends 
and family organized a golf tournament because Nicholas would have wanted us to 
be out doing something together.  That’s where the promise I made to him began to 
take flight.”

The tournament has become an annual event held in Nicholas’ memory, on or close 
to his birthday, complete with cake and candles.  The focus is on celebrating his life 
and raising awareness about the dangers of the sun and the importance of early 
diagnosis.  Proceeds from the fundraiser go to the Nicholas A. Dusenberry Memorial 
Endowment Fund, which benefits melanoma research at Roswell Park.  Ninette also 
generously named Roswell Park in her will. 

“Having Nicholas’s name tied to cancer research means a lot to me and continuing 
to help others after I am gone is important to me as part of my promise to him,” 
she said.  “That’s why I chose both an endowment and a legacy gift.  Cutting edge 
research funded by grants, donations, endowments and bequests has allowed Roswell 
Park to establish clinical trials that are truly promising and I am proud to do my part.”

Lasting
effect

Given the chance to think about it, most of us 
would choose to make a difference in the lives 
of others that reflects what we believe in, and 
that can endure when we, or our loved ones, 
are gone.

A legacy gift—also called a planned gift or 
bequest—is a way to provide future support 
for a cause that you care about. These gifts 
can be made in various ways such as through 
your will, retirement plans, gift annuity or a 
life insurance policy.  

There are a wide range of options that can 
help you make a long-term difference at 
Roswell Park while confidently providing for 
yourself or your family.

Legacy giving is a time-honored form of 
philanthropy. It enables you to express your 
values in a meaningful way, while helping 
others beyond your own lifetime.

Planning today for the  
challenges of cancer tomorrow

Keeping a promise 
and funding promising 

melanoma research



Anonymous (24)
Ms. Shirley Acciari
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ameroso
John and Elizabeth Angelbeck
Dr. C. William Aungst
Paul W. Babbitt and 
  Judith Van Nostrand
Mr. Charles Balbach
Mrs. Barbara J. Ballantine
Mr. Dwight Balnis
Mr. Scott Bieler
Mrs. Mary Catherine Bogner
Mr. Gregory Bonk 
Mrs. Richard F. Briggs
Mr. Philip J. Brunskill
Mrs. Jean Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Burnett 
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Calabrese
Ms. Ruth Callan
Dr. William and Jennifer Cance
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Carver
Mrs. Ann E. Celani
Mr. Mark E. Celmer
Dr. T. Ming Chu
Mr. Michael Cleary
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Colucci, Jr.
Mrs. Joan Crane
Mr. and Mrs. Truman Crawford
Mr. Gary Crosby
Mr. and Mrs. Jay B. Crosby
Dr. Nancy Cunningham
Mrs. Kathleen M. Curatolo

Ms. Marion F. Dearnley
Mr. George Decker
Ms. Catherine Dinneen
Mrs. Sharon R. Dominguez
Ms. Ninette A. Dusenberry
Mr. Adam Dzimian
Cindy and Jim Eller
Dr. Joan Englehart
Mr. and Mrs. Neil R. Farmelo
Mr. Robert J. Fashano
Mrs. Mary Fedorka
Ms. Joan Fellows
Ms. Betsy Ferguson
Rev. Dr. Whitworth Ferguson
Herb and Shirley Fischer
Mr. Mitch Flynn
Ms. Marion Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fors
Ms. Shirley Frankhouser
Mrs. Carol A. Frantz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Garman
Lynn Gates, Esq.
Mr. Paul E. Gatza
Ambassador and Mrs. Anthony  
  H. Gioia
Ms. Diane Giuliano
Ms. Ellen Goldstein
Rev. Dr. Geri Lyon Grande
Ms. Dorothy Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R. Gross
Kevin and Kim Guido
Dr. Hira L. Gurtoo
Ms. Jean Hackenheimer

Francine S. Hall, Ph.D.
Mr. John Hannon
Mrs. Ann Hartman
Mrs. Geeta Harvey
Dr. Janice Hastrup
Ms. Barbara Heller
Dr. Barbara W. Henderson
David and Lucinda Hohn 
Nancy Bartels Holiman
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Howell
Mr. Philip H. Hubbell
Mr. Charles A. Hunt, Jr.
Ana M. Hurd
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Hyde
Mr. John A. Ianello
Mrs. Nancy H. Jewett
Candace S. Johnson, PhD
Dr. and Mrs. D. Bruce Johnstone
Mr. Joseph J. Joller 
Dr. Kenneth and Linda Kahn
Dr. Surabhi Kakati
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kalota
Mrs. Elaine Wolk Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Keil
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Klein
Mr. John Klosterman
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Larson
Ms. Denise M. LaTart
Mr. Patrick P. Lee
Dr. Elizabeth Lenegan
Gerald S. Lippes, Esq.
Mr. Melvin A. Lippman
Mr. Stanford Lipsey

Mr. and Mrs. John Lojek
Mrs. Maryetta Lootens
Miss Mary Manning
Mr. Carl J. Manzella
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Marshall
Mrs. Alberta E. Matesick
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mattingly
Mary Rose & Kevin McDermott
Mrs. Anne McLellan
Edwin Mirand, PhD, DSc
Mrs. Carolyn Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Moore
Steve and Betty Murtaugh
Paul and Lynda Nellis
Mrs. Genevieve O’Connell
Mrs. Barbara Oliver
Mrs. Regina Olkowski
Dr. and Mrs. Roswell Park, IV
Mrs. Mary Pinto
Ms. Julia Placendo
Sylvia and Wesley Plenz
Mrs. Eleanor LaVey Ponto
Mrs. Amy Prior
Mr. and Mrs. James Quigley
Mrs. Florence Quinlan
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Regan
Mr. George Reitmeier
Mr. Richard Remizowski
Dr. Youcef Rustum
Mrs. Arline Salzman
Mr. Buford Sears
Mr. Mark F. Schork
Mr. and Mrs. William Schugardt

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Schwartz
Mr. Arthur Schwass
William H. Scott, Jr.
Marilyn Shuman
Ms. Susan Siegel 
Mr. Matthew Sitek
Mr. John P. Sokay
Mrs. Sandra J. Spencer
Mr. Gregory Stamm
Ms. Kathy Stamm
Mrs. Ruth Kahn Stovroff
Mr. Richard C. Suchan
Mrs. Alice M. Suor
Ms. Karen Synor
Mrs. Arlene Theurer
Mr. Donald E. Timby
Donald L. Trump, MD, FACP
Ms. Dorothy Truscott
Nicholas and Amanda Twentyfive
Dr. James J. Valone
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Venti 
James M. Wadsworth, Esq.
Mrs. Thelma A. Weinhold
Mr. Roger S. Werbeck
Nicholle Wilcox
Ms. Patricia J. Willis
Ms. Wendy Wolf
Mr. Jeffrey L. Yates
Mr. and Mrs. David Zebro
Ms. Carole Zeiher

Our sincerest thank you to the following living benefactors* 
who have notified us of their legacy gift intentions:

*As of  October 2, 2012
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We wish to thank you, our supporters and donors for your amazing  
generosity – of money, time and spirit – during the past year. Your collective 
contributions allow us to continue our lifesaving mission. With all of us working 
together we give patients a chance for tomorrow and our researchers and 
clinicians the freedom to discover new therapies and cures. Our cause is  
your cause. Your effect is singular and special, a cure for cancer.

Extraordinary contributions that 
generate a current of discovery

$1,000,000 Plus
Mr. Scott R. Bieler
The William and Nancy Gacioch Family 
  Mr. and Mrs. William T. Gacioch 
  Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. Gacioch 
  Mr. and Mrs. David W. Gacioch 
  Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hannon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Gioia &  
  Ambassador and Mrs. Anthony H. Gioia
Patrick P.  Lee Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. Maroone

$500,000 - $999,999
Mr. and Mrs. William Inman

$250,000 - $499,999
Mr. and Mrs. Sal H. Alfiero
Mr. Bradford H. Banks
The John and Marjorie Buyers Family 
  Mrs. Majorie Buyers 
  Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Buyers 
  Mr. and Mrs. John Buyers 
  Ms. Margot Buyers Hampleman 
  Mrs. Wendy Buyers Griffin
Corning Incorporated Foundation
Estate of Karen Antoinette Delahaut
First Niagara Bank
Flight Attendant Medical Research Institute
The Garman Family
Mr. Philip H. Hubbell
The Huntress and Abu-sitta Family
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher H. Koch
Jennifer Linscott Tietgen Family Foundation
The Margaret L. Wendt Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
Mr. Nathan M. Benderson† and Ms. Anne Virag
Breast Cancer Research Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Brost
Mrs. Mona Bate Byers†

Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Czarnecki
Dunkin’ Donuts
The Daniel Gernatt Family
The Charlotte Geyer Foundation
Helsinn Healthcare SA
The Jacobs Family 
  Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy M. Jacobs, Sr. 
  Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy M. Jacobs, Jr. 
  Mrs. Lisann Jacobs and Dr. Bruce Platt 
  Mr. and Mrs. Louis M. Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Joseph
The Paul J. Koessler Foundation
Local Edge
Estate of Norman E. Mack, II
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick A. Marrano
Estate of Professor Lawrence J. Minet
M&T Charitable Foundation
Estate of Ethel M. Nugent
OneBreath/The CHEST Foundation
Estate of Judith E. Perlstein
Louis Sklarow Memorial Foundation
The Steadfast Foundation
The Thoracic Surgery Foundation for  
  Research and Education
Upstate Pharmacy LTD
The Vukelic Family
 

Estate of Rollin Westover
The Ralph C. Wilson Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Buffalo
Mr. George E. Decker
Eastman Foundation
Mr. Arthur A. Elia† and Mrs. Shirley Elia
The Ferguson Electric Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Brad H. Hafner
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Harder
Jacquie Hirsch For A.L.L. Foundation
Mr. Roger L. Hungerford and Ms. Linda Limina
Dr. and Mrs. D. Bruce Johnstone
Susan G. Komen for the Cure®

Mr. Ryan Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mullan
Vincent & Harriet Palisano Foundation
Elsa U. Pardee Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Penfold
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Sahlen
The Richard W. and Mae Stone Goode Trust
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wabick
WGRZ-TV
WNY Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure®

$25,000 - $49,999
Accent Stripe, Inc.
Drs. Alex and Araba Adjei
The Cameron and Jane Baird Foundation
Estate of Paula W. Brobeil

Buffalo Truck Center, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Castellani
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Celani
Dr. Richard T. Cheney and Ms. Elizabeth M. Ferenczy
Mrs. Emma J. Clark
Community Bank, NA
Computer Task Group
Crane Family Foundation
Cumulus Buffalo/Cumulus Media
Mr. and Mrs. Donato Curcio
Cutco Cutlery Corporation
The Bruce Cuvelier Family
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Dintino
Drs. Stephen Edge and Cynthia Swain
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Feldman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Flickinger
HSBC Bank USA
Mrs. Pamela R. Jacobs Vogt
The Seymour H. Knox Foundation, Inc.
Leisure Living
Leonard S. LoVullo Memorial Fund
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Marshall
Estate of Albert A. Mattucci
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory A. McDonald
The  McGrorty Foundation, Inc.
Mikey’s Way Foundation
Moog Inc.
National Fuel Gas Company Foundation
New Era Cap Company, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Newman
Dr. Kathleen O’Leary and Mr. Michael Collins
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Estate of Catherine K. Parkes
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Plesh
Praxair
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Sadler, Jr.
Alice Schwendler’s Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis J. Serventi
Mr. Matthew W. Sitek
George G. & Elizabeth G. Smith Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Brian C. Springer and  
  Mrs. Leah J. Menshouse Springer†

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley A. Star
The Sudit Family 
  Dr. and Mrs. Isaac Sudit 
  Dr. and Mrs. Moises Sudit 
  Mr. and Mrs. Zwi Sudit
Superior Technical Resources, Inc.
Ms. Dorothy M. Truscott
University at Buffalo
The Vogt Family Foundation
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
The Witness Project, Inc
Dr. Joyce Yasko

$10,000 - $24,999
A Taste for Life
Mr. Jerome D. Adner
The Honorable and Mrs. Richard Arcara
Estate of Frances M. Aubrey
The Basil Family of Dealerships 
  Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Shirley Basil 
  Mr. and Mrs. Chuck and Nance Basil 
  Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Mary Beth Basil 
  Mr. and Mrs. John and Alison Basil 
  Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Faith Basil 
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Sue Basil
Estate of Janette P. Best
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Bouskill
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Boyack
Buffalo Bills, Inc.
The Buffalo News
Buffalo Sabres Alumni Association
Buffalo Sabres
Buffalo Wings Roller Hockey Team & Pioneer 
  Credit Recovery, Inc. Roller Hockey Marathon
Edward H. Butler Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Callahan
Carl Cammilleri Memorial Golf Tournament 

Robert & Kerry Carlone
Cellino & Barnes P.C.
Ciminelli Development Company, Inc.
City Mattress
Mr. Reggie Clark
Clover Management Inc.
Cloverbank Elementary Walk-a-Thon
Robert & Patricia Colby Foundation
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo
Counsel Financial
Creditors Interchange Receivables Management, LLC
Dr. and Mrs. K. Michael Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Curatolo
Mr. and Mrs. Joel J. Damiani
Mr. and Mrs. John DiBrog
Alfred H & Irene N.  Dobrak Trust
The ELF Foundation
The Thomas and Jeanne Elmezzi Private Foundation
Erie County Ares/Races
Mr. and Mrs. Neil R. Farmelo
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Fashano
FedEx Trade Networks
Ferguson Electric
Fisher-Price
Peter B. & Genevieve R. Flickinger Foundation
Flynn & Friends, Inc.
The Fors Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Friedman
Frontier Central School Cloverbank
Jim Galligan’s 60th Birthday Celebration
Mrs. M. Caroline Gilfillan
Goodyear Dunlop Tires North America, Ltd.
Mr. Philip D. Green, Esq. and Dr. Elizabeth L. Cobbs
Drs. Andrei V. Gudkov and Marina Antoch
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Hanley
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Hannon, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Hannon, Sr.
Mrs. Ann M. Hartman
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne A. Hausknecht
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Hayes
HealthTrac, Inc.
The Carlos and Elizabeth Heath Foundation
Hebeler Sales & Service
Heim Elementary Run-a-Thon

Drs. Richard and Pamela Hershberger
Dr. and Mrs. David C. Hohn
Horschel Brothers Precision, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. George Hoskins
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Hyland
Mr. Fred Jackson
John W. Danforth Company
Estate of Katherine V. Johnson-Hoffman
K & E Fabricating Co., Inc.
Cindy Kearney Memorial Breakfast & Cookbook Sale
Ms. Kathie A. Keller
Kieve Foundation
Mrs. Mary M. Koessler
Kathleen Kremer Memorial Trivia Night
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest S. LaFranier
Lake Shore Federal Credit Union
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Larson
Dr. Kelvin P. Lee and Mrs. Louise M. Carlson
Dr. Susan S. Leong
Dr. Ellis G. Levine
Mr. and Mrs. Jordan A. Levy
Lindsay’s Legacy 5K
The LoVullo Family 
  Mr. and Mrs. Leonard T. and Cynthia LoVullo 
  Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Alison LoVullo 
  Mrs. Jeanne LoVullo 
  The Hon. and Mrs. Christopher and Colleen Burns 
  Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and Jackie LoVullo 
  Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Elizabeth Bouskill 
  Mr. and Mrs. Dave and Mary Pietrowski
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis C. Martin
Estate of Dorothy Martin
Lorinda McAndrew Voelkle Foundation
Dr. Edwin A. Mirand
Mississippi Mudds
Modern Corporation
Mod-Pac Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Moncton
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Montgomery, Jr.
The Mulroy Family Foundation
Estate of John C. Murphy, II
Ms. Joan M. Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth F. Myszka
Nardin Academy
New Buffalo Shirt Factory, Inc.

NYS Women’s Bowling Association, Inc.
Drs. Chukwumere and Ifeoma Nwogu
Mr. Norman C. Oliver† and Mrs. Barbara Oliver
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Pastor
Mr. and Mrs. Roger J. Peck, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Victor L. Peterson, Jr.
Phillips Lytle LLP
Estate of Francis J. Powers, Jr.
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
R & P Oak Hill, LLC
R.A. Mercer & Company, P.C.
Rich Family Foundation
Mr. Stephen Riessen and Ms. Betsy A. McGraw
RP Investments, LLC
Rupp, Baase, Pfalzgraf, Cunningham Coppola
Russo Family Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Saia Communications
Saddle Up for Roswell
Samuel, Son & Co., Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Cynthia Schwartz
Mr. William H. Scott, III
Mr. Da’Norris Searcy
Sevenson Environmental Services, Inc.
Mr. Irving M. Shuman† and Mrs. Marilyn C. Shuman
Sovran Self Storage, Inc.
Subway
Mrs. Alice M. Suor
Tee to Breathe Golf Tournament
Tournament of Hope
Toyota Dealer Match Program
Tripifoods
Dr. Donald L. Trump
United Graphics
United Plate Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Vivacqua
West Herr Automotive Group, Inc.
Ms. Camille P. Wicher
Mr. Donald E. Will
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Winter
WNY Plumbing Co
Mr. Carl J. Yerkovich
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Zebro
Zelasko Construction, Inc.
Zemsky Family Foundation

† Deceased
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Endowed Chairs:  
$1.5 million+
The Alfiero Foundation Chair 
in Breast Oncology (held by 
Stephen B. Edge, MD, FACS)
The Lawrence P. and Joan 
Castellani Family Chair in 
Dermatology in honor of Allan 
R. Oseroff, MD, PhD(held by 
Nathalie Zeitouni, MD)
The Garman Family Chair in Cell 
Stress Biology (held by Andrei V. 
Gudkov, PhD, DSci)
The Katherine Anne Gioia Chair 
in Cancer Medicine (held by Alex 
Adjei, MD, PhD)
The Barbara and George Hyde 
Endowed Chair in Radiation 
Medicine (held by Michael R. 
Kuettel, MD, PhD, MBA)
The Jacobs Family Chair in 
Immunology (held by Kelvin  
Lee, MD)
The Waldemar J. Kaminski Chair 
in Pediatrics (held by Martin L. 
Brecher, MD)
The M&T Bank Endowed Chair 
in Cancer Research (held by 
Thomas B. Tomasi, MD, PhD)
The John and Santa Palisano 
Chair in Cancer Genetics (held by 
Irwin H. Gelman, PhD)
The Roswell Park Alliance 
Foundation Chair in Cancer 
Prevention (held by James R. 
Marshall, PhD)
The Robert, Ann and Lew Wallace 
Chair in Translational Research 
(held by Candace S. Johnson, PhD)

Endowed Professorships: 
$750,000 +
The Dr. William Huebsch 
Professorship in Immunology 
(held by Elizabeth Repasky, PhD)
The Dr. Robert P. Huben 
Professorship in Urologic 
Oncology (held by Khurshid 
Guru, MD)

Endowed Professorships: 
$500,000 +
The M. Steven Piver, MD 
Endowed Professorship in 
Gynecological Oncology (held by 
Kunle O. Odunsi, MD, PhD)

Endowed Fellowships: 
$750,000 +
The Shashikant B. Lele, MD 
Endowed Fellowship in 
Gynecologic Oncology

Endowed Fellowships: 
$500,000 +
The Rita DeRose Endowed 
Education Fellowship
The Dr. Edwin A. Mirand & Edwin 
M. Frantz Endowed Fellowship
The Scott & Henderson Endowed 
Fellowship

Endowed Funds: 
$500,000+
Carly’s Club Endowed Fund for 
Pediatric Cancer
The Rustum Family Endowment 
for Translational Scientific 
Achievement
The Dennis Szefel, Jr. Endowed 
Fund for Leukemia Research
The Wegmans Child Life 
Endowment Fund
The David Jay Dougherty 
Memorial Fund for Lung Cancer 
Detection & Treatment

Endowed Funds: 
$250,000+
The Catherine Cridler Endowed 
Fund for Nursing Education
The Honorable Dolores Denman 
Endowed Fund for Gastric Cancer 
Research
The Friends of Children with 
Cancer Endowment
The Wilson & Dorothy 
VanNorstrand Endowment for 
Cancer Research

Endowed Funds: 
$100,000+
The Babcock Family Endowed 
Fund for Leukemia Research 
in memory of Richard Newhall 
Babcock
The Rex E. Ballantine, Jr. 
Endowment for Lung Cancer 
Research
The Norman Bate Endowment 
for Prostate Cancer Research
The Buffalo Sabres Alumni 
Endowed Fund for Breast Cancer 
Risk Assessment & Prevention
The Cancer Resource Center 
Endowment
The Carl Camilleri Endowment 
Fund for Lymphoma Research
The James L. Desiderio Endowed 
Fund for Esophageal Cancer 
Research
The Sandra C. Genco Endowment 
for Excellence in Nursing
The Ann and Tracy Hartman 
Endowment for Cancer Research
The Jayne and Phil Hubbell 
Endowed Fund
The Waldemar J. Kaminski Park 
Endowment
The Betty Lee Endowment for 
Leukemia Research
The Sandra F. Lippes Cancer 
Research Fund
The Sandra F. Lippes Gynecologic 
Oncology Endowment
The Leonard S. LoVullo 
Endowment for Leukemia Research
The Barbara & Norman Oliver 
Endowment for Melanoma 
Research
The Putter and Shantabai Shenoy 
Endowed Fund for Diagnostic 
Radiology Training
The Pioneer Fund for Biomedical 
Research (HWI/RPCI Collaborative 
Research)

Endowed Funds: 
$50,000+
The Ricky R. Arnold Endowment 
for Patient Benefit
The Thomas C. Atwell, Jr. 
Endowed Fund for Childhood 
Cancer Research
The Eileen Beauchamp Endowed 
Fund for Ovarian Cancer 
Research and the Gilda Radner 
Familial Ovarian Cancer Registry
The Lisa Carbone Endowed Fund 
for Breast Cancer Research
The Nicholas Dusenberry 
Endowment Fund for Melanoma 
Research
The Arthur J. and Jean Graham 
Ennis Endowment Fund for 
Cancer Research
The William J. Ertel, Jr. Endowed 
Fund for Lung Cancer Research
The Fasolino Family Endowment 
for Pediatric Cancer Research
The Shane G. Ferguson, MD, Kids 
Create Hope Endowed Fund
The Robert & Martha Fierle 
Endowment for Lung Cancer 
Research
The Mary Deane Freeland Endowed 
Fund for Pediatric Research
The Sandra C. Genco Endowed 
Fund for Excellence in Nursing
The Gratwick Family Endowed 
Fund for Cancer Research
The Jane Highlander Endowed 
Fund for Gynecologic Oncology
The Jayne and Phil Hubbell 
Endowed Fund for Cancer Research
The Matthew & Julie Endowment 
Fund for Gastrointestinal Cancer 
Research
The Robert E. Rich, Sr. Endowment 
Fund for the Head & Neck Center 
in memory of Dr. John M. Lore, Jr.
The Dr. Kumao Sako Endowment 
Fund for Head & Neck Cancers
 

The Linda Scime Endowment 
Fund for Brain Tumor Research
The Andrew & Mary Scoma 
Endowment for Head & Neck 
Cancer Research and Diagnostic 
Imaging
The Andrew Sobczyk Endowment 
for Cancer Research
The Stefanie Spielman Endowed 
Fund for Breast Cancer Support 
Programs
The Joseph Takats Family Endowed 
Fund for Pediatric Programs
The Kenneth R. Weishaupt 
Memorial Fund for Lung Cancer 
Research
The J. Barnett Woodruff Family 
Endowment for Gastrointestinal 
Cancer Research
The Mary Lou McNamar 
Woodside Endowed Fund for 
Brain Cancer Research
The Matthew P. Zaleski Endowed 
Fund for Gastric Cancer Research

Endowed Funds: 
$25,000+
The Frank & Jean Acciari 
Endowment Fund for Melanoma 
Research in the Department of 
Immunology
The Patricia L. Banks Endowment 
Fund for Lung Cancer Research
The K. Michael Cummings, PhD, 
Endowed Fund for Tobacco Control
The Joseph and Kathleen 
Curatolo Endowment for 
Pediatric Quality of Life Projects
The Nancy C. Cully Endowed 
Fund for Leukemia Research
The Dintino Family Endowed 
Fund for Quality of Life Programs
The Dale J. Engelhart Endowed 
Fund for Multiple Myeloma 
Research
The Donald A. Gage Patient 
Benefit Endowment
 

The Joseph L. and Emily K. 
Gidwitz Endowment Fund for 
Cancer Prevention & Outreach
Lisa’s Legacy Endowed Fund for 
Colon Cancer Research
Dr. Enrico Mihich Lecture Series
The McDonald-Miller Family 
Endowment Fund for Skin Cancer 
Research
The Laura and Arthur Moran 
Golden Anniversary Cancer 
Research Fund for Mesothelioma 
& Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma
The Richard B. Morchan 
Endowment for Gastrointestinal 
and Esophageal Cancer Research
The Allan R. Oseroff, MD, PhD 
Endowed Fund
The Amber Lynn Osgood 
Endowment for Sarcoma Research
The Kathleen L. Peterson 
Endowed Fund for 
Gastrointestinal Cancer Research
The Helene & Edward I. Seeberg 
Endowed Fund for Prostate 
Cancer Research
The Heidi Schmidtke Endowed 
Fund for Leukemia Research
The Dr. Thomas C. Sist Endowed 
Fund for Pain Medicine Studies
The Anna C. Smerka Endowment 
for Cancer Prevention & Outreach
The Dr. Leonard Weiss Lecture 
Endowment (on Cancer Metastasis)
The Rose Whalen Endowed Fund 
for Bladder Cancer Research

Future Bequest 
Commitments
The Dearnley Young Scholars 
Program for the Summer Student 
Program
The Dr. Shashikumar R. 
Harvey Endowed Fund for 
Gastrointestinal Cancer Research
The Plenz Endowment in 
Neurosurgery

Permanent Endowed Funds at RPCI  (As of March 31, 2012)



Julie Alford
Tony Alessi
RoseAnn Berardi
Terry Bourgeois
Elizabeth Bouskill
Colleen Burns
Chuck Collard
Kathy Curatolo
Marcia DiNardo
Chris Eberle
Jessica Jacobs Enstice
Lisa Feldman
Carol Fitzsimmons
Mitch Flynn
Lisa Friedman
Allison Gioia Flammer
Lynn Gates
Gretchen Geitter

Caroline Gilfillan
Anne Gioia
Claudia Gioia
Donna Gioia
Carol Gotowka
Kathleen Graim
John Hannon
Bunkie Hawk
Barbara Heller
Tripp Higgins
Russell Hurlburt
Kirsten Lawley
Steve LoVullo
Chris McNamara
Kali Mordaunt  Korzelius†

Jenna Myers
Desi Nylander
Jonathan Olsen

Roswell Park, IV
Mary Pinto 
Jacqueline Pritchard 
Kelly Rehak
Hugh Russ
Linda Russ
Sally Russell
Kristin Saperston
Suzy Sears
Jennifer Sinatra
Rick Suchan
Jody Ulrich
Angelo Veanes
Mary Kate Vivacqua
Bill Wallace
Susan Zebro

Scott Bieler, Co-chair
Donna Gioia, Co-chair
Gwen Arcara
Susan Basil 
Melissa Garman Baumgart 
Ann Celani
Trey Dedecker
Lisa Feldman
Scott Friedman 
Dan Gernatt

Roseann Gernatt
Caroline Gilfillan
Anne Gioia
Richard Gioia
Pamela Jacobs Vogt 
René Jones
Michael Joseph
Kirsten Lawley
Michael Lawley
Patrick P. Lee 

Patrick Marrano
Kim Rich Lupkin
Kristin Saperston
Gerald Saxe
Buford Sears
Nora Sullivan
Lee Wortham
David Zebro

Lee Wortham, Chair
Scott Bieler, Vice Chair
David Zebro, Treasurer
Anne Gioia, Secretary
Gwen Arcara
Susan Basil 
Gary Brost
Larry Castellani
Scott Friedman 
William Gacioch
Melissa Garman Baumgart 
Dan Gernatt

Donna Gioia 
Wayne Hawk
Louis Jacobs 
Pamela Jacobs Vogt 
René Jones
Michael Lawley
Patrick P. Lee 
Patrick Marrano
Nancy Naples O’Neill
Kim Rich Lupkin
Gerald Saxe

Roswell Park Alliance Community Advisory Board

Campaign to Build a Greater Roswell Park  
Committee Members

Roswell Park Alliance Foundation
Board of Trustees

† Deceased

Pictured on the back cover, left to right are:
Mike Ameroso, prostate cancer survivor; Greg Cavanaugh, prostate cancer survivor;
Cameryn Geising, acute lymphoblastic leukemia survivor; Carmen Alvelo,  
breast cancer survivor; and Kathy Curatolo, Hodgkin lymphoma survivor.
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For more information about giving and volunteer opportunities with the Roswell Park Alliance Foundation,  
please call (716) 845-4444, visit www.RoswellPark.org/Giving or email giving@roswellpark.org.

Elm & Carlton Streets
Buffalo, NY 14263


